
 

April 2019 Newsletter 
2019 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M. Please note that 

not all regular meetings this year are on the 2nd 

Saturday.) 

April 13-14th: Japanese Garden Spring Festival. 

April 11-14th: LSBF/ABS Convention in Houston. 

May 5: Austin Heitzman, How to display your 

bonsai. 

May 17-19th: Fort Worth Bonsai Society Exhibit. 

Rose Room. 

June 8: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop 

July 13: Annual Auction & Raffle. 

Aug.10: TBD 

Sept.14: TBD 

Oct.12: TBD 

Oct.?: Japanese Garden Fall Festival. Date to be 

determined. 

Nov. 9: Sylvia Smith Workshop 

Dec.7: Christmas Party 

 
Our March meeting was lots of fun with a workshop 

by Howard and Sylvia Smith of Dallas! 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
 Happy Spring. I sure am glad this winter is 

over. This has been one of the strangest winter 

weather patterns I think my Bonsai Tress have ever 

had to deal with. I am happy to say it looks like spring 

is really trying to make it even though we are still 

running cooler than normal my trees are finally 

starting to really bud out. This is probably my 

favorite time for Bonsai as all my trees look the best 

they do all year before the summer heat sets in. 

 I hope to see all my Bonsai friends in 

Houston. But if not I hope everyone can attend the 

Spring Festival. Keep in mind we will have a busy 

May as well. Austin Heitzman will be lecturing on 

displaying bonsai trees May 5th .  May 17th. – 

19th.  we will have the FWBS Exhibit. I’m looking 

forward to lots of Bonsai over the next few months. 

 We will NOT have a regular meeting in 

April. April is the LSBF/ ABS convention which 

happens to be on the same weekend as the Japanese 

Spring Festival. Many of the regular members will 

be in Houston for the convention. We will be looking 

for volunteers to help set up and man the exhibit 

during the weekend of the Spring Festival. Roger 

Spohn the FWBS VP and Joe Andrews will be on 

hand to help everyone get things set up and running 

smoothly. Thanks in advance for all the members 

who will help out at the Spring 

Festival. Remember this is where we will promote 

the FWBS and sell most of the small junipers to the 

public. So everyone’s help is appreciated. 

 There is still time to register for this year’s 

convention; Bonsai On The Bayou / ABS convention 

2019. Hosted by the Houston Bonsai Society and the 

ABS.  This year the convention will be in 

conjunction with the American Bonsai Society so 

you really want to make this one. The Convention 

will be in Houston April 11th. – 14th ,2019. Even if 

you cannot make the entire convention you should 

try to make it down for at least a day. This will be the 

only opportunity to see the national show in Texas 

for a long time. 

 http://houstonbonsaisociety.com/abs-convention/ 

  The Fort Worth Bonsai Society web site 

continues to bring in new members. Most of our 

new members have learned about us through this 

site. I can’t stress enough how important this web site 

has been to the growth of our club. As special thanks 

to Terry Broulette for building and maintaining the 

site. Please check it out and sign up. Everyone is 

http://houstonbonsaisociety.com/abs-convention/


encouraged to add bonsai related information. I’m 

hoping we can get some more participation and 

continue to generate interest in our 

club. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

 In addition to our website we now have a 

Facebook page that is up and running. Please make 

recommendations for our site.  

 I’m looking forward to seeing and getting to 

know you all at our regularly scheduled meetings this 

year, 

Happy Styling, 

Dan 

 

Happening in April 
By Roger Spohn 

FWBS Vice President / Program Chairman 

 

There is no regular meeting for April. 
 

Members, 

 Well the Fort Worth Japanese Gardens 

Spring Fest is only two weeks away.  It will run from 

Saturday April 13th thru Sunday April 14th.   We will 

have the same display location we had last year.  If 

this will be your first time there I am enclosing a map 

for your reference.  If you are dropping off a tree to 

display you can drive around the back way as 

indicated on the map and drop your trees off.  If you 

intend on doing that you must get there early before 

the food trucks, between 9:00 and 9:30 am to insure 

you can get in the back way.  It’s a very short walk 

from there to our display area.  As for parking passes 

and badges I haven’t heard anything yet but will 

forward the information to you as soon as I receive it 

myself. 

 Right now the weather looks like it is going 

to be great BUT remember this is Texas and it can 

change overnight.  Keep your fingers crossed.  We 

look forward to seeing you all at the fest even though 

you may not be bring a tree to display. 

 If you want to help setup I would like to see 

you there around 9:00am on Saturday.  The fest starts 

at 10:00am and runs until 5:00pm both days.  After 

the show on Sunday we will start to break down 

around 5:00pm.  If you bring a tree to display make 

sure you have a display stand for your tree. 

 If you have any questions or comments 

please free to contact me at any time.   

 

 

 

Japanese Gardens Bonsai Collection 

(JGBC) 
By Mark Bynum, Director 

 

The Japanese Garden Bonsai Collection is currently 

a pilot-program Bonsai Tree Exhibit administered 

and maintained by the Fort Worth Bonsai Society. 

The Exhibit is located on the east deck of the 

Treasure Tree Gift Shop at the Japanese Gardens. 

  The Exhibit has been on winter hiatus since 

December, 2018, but is now back in front of the 

public ready for the Japanese Spring Festival.  The 3 

trees being displayed are a Japanese Boxwood, a 

Green Mound Juniper, and a Trident Maple.  While 

at the Spring Festival, take a moment to go by and 

look. 

 Because we change out the trees in the exhibit 

every 6-10 weeks, we are looking for trees to exhibit 

in this pilot-program from our membership until 

some of the purchased trees achieve an exhibit status. 

Estella and I have both shown personal trees and 

have had a good experience with the watering 

maintenance provided by the gift shop employees.  

Trees must be of strong exhibit quality.  Your name 

will be on the informational flyer available next to 

the exhibit.  Just contact a JGBC Committee 

member; Estella, Steven, or Mark. 

 

Last Month’s Meeting 

March Bonsai Smith’s Workshop 
 Lots of trees were repotted and pruned at 

last month’s meeting. Hopefully everyone learned 

something new about caring for our trees. 
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APRIL BONSAI 
By John Miller  

 At a workshop recently I was helping a bit. I 

found on some trees that had been repotted more than 

once that some roots from the original 2" starting pot had 

bent back toward the center and were still there growing 

strong. That is the reason that on your first repotting, 

whether from a nursery grown plant or a collected tree, 

you should remove all the old soil so you can see and 

correct the rootage.  Later on when you have grown the 

tree large enough you will have a good nebari as a base 

for your styling.  

 We have had more rain this year and not as cold 

as usual.  This is favorable for having more problems from 

the insects and fungal diseases.  Aphids especially are 

showing up.  Mildew usually won’t be seen until it warms 

more but with our Texas weather that could be here before 

this article gets in print. Leaf spot could be a problem. 

 Fungal diseases can show up with damp weather. 

Leaf spot can be serious on Catlin and Chinese elms and 

on hollies.  There are organic fungicides available, baking 

soda is one.  Check an organics nursery or publications. 

A 1% solution of hydrogen peroxide (dilute the standard 

3% store bought stuff 2 parts water to each part peroxide) 

is also recommended but it can injure very new foliage. 

 A good organic program takes care of both the 

feeding and the insect problems.  The trick is to be sure to 

thoroughly cover the plant including all the leaf axils.  Use 

a hand or pump up sprayer to get a fine spray to cover all, 

a hose end sprayer does not cover well enough.  This is 

also true if you want to use commercial chemical sprays. 

 I recommend the organic mixture of 1 tablespoon 

each of fish emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses and apple 

cider vinegar to a gallon of water.  I use the mixture both 

as a foliar feed spray and as a soil drench fertilizer.  As a 

weekly foliar spray, for me anyhow, it keeps aphids, 

mites, loopers, bagworms and other insects under control.  

I try to drench twice a month partly because I don’t think 

the plant can absorb all the minor elements it needs thru 

the foliage.  It is a good practice to also use fertilizer cakes 

on the surface of the soil which feeds a bit every time you 

water.  Commercial water soluble fertilizers wash out 

with the next watering and result in poorly fed pale 

bonsai.  They are intended for use in soil that retains water 

for a long period such as commercial house plant mixes. 

 (A commercial product called Garret Juice which 

is to be used the same way uses compost tea, dried 

seaweed, water, molasses and vinegar.  As a fertilizer this 

should act the same but it does not seem to work as good 

as an insecticide.)   

 Late March or early April is when I repot things 

like Dwarf Yaupon Holly and Boxwood.  They do well 

when kept in light shade and out of the wind.  Repotting 

for the hardy bonsai has ended and its still too early for 

the tropicals.  Depending on temperature some tropicals 

may be done by the end of April.  



 If you have early blooming azaleas, you should 

remove some of the buds.  Most azalea have way too 

many buds to look good when they do not have room to 

open fully. 

 So what is left to do?  Just trimming, feeding, 

trimming, check for insects, trimming, shows, trimming.  

You get the idea.  Trimming, that is the pinching, plucking 

or whatever of new growth, is the process that both 

develops refinement on your tree but is vital to keep it 

from growing out of that desired state.  This is not pruning 

which is cutting of branches which should not be done 

when there is a strong sap flow which starts when the tree 

breaks dormancy and continues until after the leaves 

harden or later. 

 At the risk of repeating the process too much I 

repeat it for the beginners.  On elms and other trees with 

leaves appearing alternately down the shoot, do not let 

more than 5 new leaves appear. Cut back to 2 or 3 leaves, 

leaving the last leaf on the side that you want the new 

growth to appear.  On maples and others with leaves 

coming in pairs on opposite sides of the twig if you let 

them grow you get very long internodes. Cut the center 

shoot as soon as you can determine it.  Tweezers work 

best for this operation.  Since the shoots do not all open at 

the same time this could be a daily chore for the best 

results. 

 

Be sure to check your soils each day for proper water 

content.  It is easy to assume that the soil has plenty of 

water when the days are cool or there has been some rain.  

A tree with full leaves may shed rain water outside of the 

pot or a good sun and low humidity after a front will dry 

the soil.  I suggest that you remove some of the moss so 

that you can see and feel the soil in order to determine 

how dry it is.  (Moss growing on the trunk or roots will 

also cause the bark to rot.)  An automatic watering system 

will be an aid but you should not rely on it to replace hand 

watering.  Best use might be to use it for a shot of watering 

in the morning and again at noon, then do hand watering 

in the evening.  Most automatic systems just water a spot 

or two in the pot.  Hand watering covers the entire pot and 

allows you to adjust the watering for each tree 

individually and lets you see that the pot is draining 

properly.  A clogged drainage hole can drown some trees 

in less than a week. 

 Most trees will do well in the full sun at this time 

of year.  However, if you have had them in partial shade 

be careful about moving them directly to full sun.  They 

probably should be acclimated gradually.  Too much wind 

will cause the leaves to burn.  Some damage may not 

show up until hot weather. 

  

  

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather      

 eflather@sbcglobal.net
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